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Hlstorlc day in Afghamstan

U.S. troops
watch over
election
soured by
charges
of fraud

Pages 6-7

.....

American troops didn’t guard voting sites Saturday during Afghanistan’s first direct presidential election, but many patrolled past polls, augmenti -
es on the streets to discourage terrorist attacks. Top: Sgt. Michael Billingsly, 125th Signal Battalion, 25th Infantry Division, passes Asadabad’s main polling station. Left: An
Afghan woman wearing a burga casts her ballot at a polling station in Kabul. Right: Behind a makeshift booth, an Afghan refugee casts his vote at a camp in Peshawar, Pakistan.
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States

Gay marriage: Laws limiting mar-

riage to a man and a woman do not vi-

olate California’s constitution, but nei-

ther would a law allowing same-sex

couples to marry, according to the
state attorney general.

Attorney General Bill Lockyer issued the
opinion Friday, a long-awaited response to a
pair of lawsuits out of San Francisco chal-
lenging laws that ban gay marriage.

Lockyer denied there has been any viola-
tion of California’s constitution, while at the
same time saying the state Legislature has
taken significant steps toward granting full
spousal benefits to gay couples who register
as domestic partners.

Pedophile trial: A federal judge rejected a
plea deal for a former Baltimore school
teacher who admitted traveling to Asia to
have sex with boys.

U.S. District Judge Andre Davis said Rich-
ard Schmidt, 61, deserved a prison sentence
longer than 8 to 12 years in prison.

Schmidt, who pleaded guilty in July to
two charges connected to his molestation of
a 13-year-old Cambodian boy, would have
served about 10 years if sentenced to the
maximum allowed under the agreement.

Davis said he would be willing to sen-
tence Schmidt to 17 Y2 years in prison. He
postponed sentencing to give attorneys time
to come to a new agreement.

Dog beheading case: A man who behead-
ed the German shepherd he had named for
his girlfriend was sentenced Friday to 25
years to life under the state’s three-strikes
law.

James Abernathy, 43, of La Habra, was
convicted in June of felony animal cruelty
for killing the dog, named Marie, after a
fight with his girlfriend. Abernathy would
have faced a maximum of six years if not for
two prior convictions in 1986 for assault
with a deadly weapon.

Church sex abuse: The nation’s Roman
Catholic bishops said Friday they will spend
the next nine months deciding whether to
make any changes in the policy they enact-
ed at the height of the clergy sex abuse cri-
sis that includes permanently barring guilty
priests from church work.

The review was mandated in the “Charter
for the Protection of Children and Young
People,” the document the bishops adopted
at an emotional June 2002 assembly in Dal-
las. The prelates’ aim was to restore badly
shaken trust in their leadership. The 2002
policy required dioceses to put safeguards
in place against abuse and hire victim assis-
tance coordinators. Among other reforms, it
outlined the process bishaps should follow
in investigating molestation claims. But the
centerpiece of the plan was a pledge that
any priest who molested a minor would
never again be allowed to serve in ministry.

NASA inspector trial: A former NASA
safety inspector accused of falsifying exami-
nations of crucial parts on the space shuttle
Discovery pleaded not guilty Friday in fed-
eral court, and his attorney called him “me-
ticulous in his work.”

A trial for Billy T. Thornton, 54, was set
for December. Prosecutors say lhe 15-year
NASA veteran lied about inspections he
should have done from October 2002 to May
2003 — a span during which the shuttle Co-
lumbia blew apart during reentry, killing

Haiti violence: Hi
Port-au-Prince wi

Brazil

n police arrest a group of people during a mid-week operati
i n peacekeepers. Poli
slum of Haiti’s capital, officials said Saturday, bri

n in
found a father and son beheaded in a
1g to at least seven the number

decapitated in more than a week of violence as loyalists of ousted President Jean-Bertrand

Aristi

press demands for his return. The latest killings brought the death toll to at least

26 amid violence since Aristide loyalists stepped up protests Sept. 30.

urday who will monitor a cease-fire be-
tween the government and Muslim rebels
aimed at ending three decades of separatist
violence in the southern Philippines.

Malaysia is brokering peace talks be-
tween the Philippine government and the
MILF, has provided a venue for formal nego-
tiations and has been credited for its help in
pushing the rebels to the negotiating table.

A team of 50 pollce, military and govern-
ment officials arrived in Manila Saturday to
oversee the cease-fire in key cities across
the southern Philippines for a year.

South Korean nuke investigation: The
head of the International Atomic Energy
Agency said on Friday that South Korea’s re-
cently disclosed work with uranium and plu-
tonium did not appear to be part of a weap-
ons program, describing it as “simply two
scientific experiments on a small scale.”

“I don’t think we have seen any intentions
to develop nuclear weapons” by South Korea,
the director general of the IAEA, Mohamed
ElBaradei, told reporters in Tokyo after com-
pleting an official trip to the South Korean
capital, Seoul. “What we have seen are experi-
‘ments that have to do with separation of pluto-
nium and making uranium. These experi-
ments by themselves are not illegal.”

South Korea’s failure to report it prompt-
ly, some nuclear experts say, could consti-
tute a violation of international law.

Tiananmen Square protest: President Hu
Jintao said Saturday that China has no plans
to reverse its ruling that the 1989 Tianan-
‘men Square pro-democ-
racy protests were a
subversive riot.

It was the first time
that Hu, who became
head of the ruling Com-
munist Party in 2002
and chief of China’s mil-
itary last month, public-
ly addressed the issue
of the 1989 demonstra-
tions.

HU Speaking at a joint

news conference with

French President Jacques Chirac, Hu didn’t
mention the military assault. But he said the
government’s “decisive measures” in 1989
laid the basis for the economic boom of the

seven He was fired in Septem-
Letters.. ber 2003.
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terror arrest: Police have ar-

Your Money ..

rested the wife of one of Southeast Asia’s
most wanted terror suspects and plan to
charge her in connection with last year’s sui-
cide bombing at the J.W. Marriott hotel in
the Indonesian capital, police said Saturday.

Munfiatun Al Fitri, the second wife of Ma-
laysian militant Noordin Mohamed Top,
will be charged with hiding her husband
after the Aug. 5 blast in Jakarta, which
killed 12 people and injured more than 100,
said police anti-terror chief Brig. Gen. Pra-
nowo.

Russian school terror case: Russian pros-
ecutors opened a criminal negligence case
against three top-ranking police officers in
the southern region of Ingushetia in connec-
tion with the seizure last month of more
than 1,000 hostages in a school in neighbor-
ing Beslan, police said Friday.

Last month’s seizure of the school by
heavily armed attackers ended in a hail of
explosions and gunfire, killing more than
330 people.

Taiwan-China relations: Taiwan's leader
on Saturday promised to make an “impor-
tant announcement” in his National Day
speech that will improve icy relations with
rival China and strengthen ties with the
United States — the island’s most important
friend.

But President Chen Shui-bian was tight-
lipped about the content of Sunday’s speech,
which will likely be closely monitored by
Chinese leaders, who deeply distrust Chen
and refuse to lalk to him. The two sides Splll
in 1949, and Beijing says Taiwan must uni
eventually or suffer a devastating attack.

Military

U.S. Missile defense: The U.S. military
has begun a series of exercises with its mis-
sile defense system to move it a step closer
to activation.

The exercises involve testing crews and
activating the network of sensors and com-
mand centers to ensure they transfer infor-
mation properly, Rick Lehner, a spokesman
for the Missile Defense Agency, said Fri-

Allhough five ballistic missile intercep-
tors are in their silos at Fort Greely, Alaska,
they are not yet operational because their
arming pins have not been removed, so the
system is not considered “on alert” yet, Leh-
ner said.

Stories and photos from wire reports
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Navy warns Americans in
Spain of telephone scam
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BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA,
Navy is warning
sta-
tioned in Spain to
watch out for a
new telephone
scam that has
duped some U.S.
mll\(ary person-

The naval sta-
tion security de-
partment in Rota
has received six
complaints about

&k /1’s pretty
ingenious from
a scammer’s

as much as 3 euros a minute. The
number begins with an 806 pre-
fix, which is similar to calling a
U.S.1-900 number.

“It's pretty ingenious from a
scammer’s  per-
spective,” said Lt.
Cmdr. Don King,
commanding offic-
er of the base’s
Legal Assistance

N Office.
perspective. 9y When they call
. the number, a

Lt. Cmdr. Don King i i Spanish
Commanding officer tells the caller

of Rota’s Legal that they are
Assistance Office  being charged per
minute.  After-

the scam from

Americans living in town, base
spokeswoman Lt. Allie Freeman
said.

The victims have told investiga-
tors that the scam involves some-
one calling their home saying
they have to call another Spanish
number and ask for “Antonio” to
pick up a package waiting for
them. The caller speaks English.

After they call the number, the
person is put on hold and charged

ward, a person comes on and tries
to keep the caller on hold while
they “look” for the package.

“Some of these people are stay-
ing on the phone for awhile,”
King said.

The legal office is trying to help
several of the victims to get the
Spanish telephone company to
drop the phone charges racked
up by the scam.

Spain’s national police and the
country’s telephone company,
Telefonica, have tried to shut
down similar scams. Earlier this
year, Guardia Civil targeted an In-
ternet scheme that tried to get
people to dial 806, 907 and 906
phone numbers. The scam is be-
lieved to have affected 45,000 peo-
ple in Spain and bilked people as
much as 35 million euros, accord-
ing to law enforcement officials.

In Rota, the Navy is telling peo-
ple to hang up on the phone scam
artists and report them to base se-
curity. Victims are encouraged to
contact the Legal Assistance Of-
fice on base or Telefonica to dis-
pute the charges.

Although the telephone compa-
ny has procedure for disputing
calls, King said none of the scam
victims have received their
‘money back yet.

Naval Criminal Investigative
Service is investigating the six
complaints made to the base secu-
rity department.

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Lending a helping hand during training in Grafenwohr

Spc. Joseph Jackson, rights, helps Pfc. Benjamin Bergfelt attach his night-vision goggles to their holder
during training last week at Grafenwohr, Germany. Jackson and Bergfelt are members of the 22nd Signal
Brigade’s 578th Signal Company, 440th Signal Battalion out of Darmstadt.

MICHAEL HOWARD/U.S. Army

film, “Black Cloud.”

The schedule for his visits:

t0 7:30 p.

Former ‘NYPD Blue’ star Rick Schroder to visit U.S. bases in Germany

Former “NYPD Blue” star Rick Schroder will visit bases in Germany this month to promote his new

In the film, Schroder — who starred on the popular ABC cop series from 1998-2001 — plays a young
Navajo boxer who is trying to earn a spot on the U.S. Olympic team. The film is rated PG-13.

W Oct. 22: Vogelweh PX, 5 to 5:45 p.m.; Ramstein BX, 8 to 8:45 p. m.
M Oct. 23: Wiesbaden Army Airfield food court, 12:15 to 1 p.m.;

RAYMOND T. CONWAY/Stars and Stripes

Things turn ugly at the end of the “A Game” at the Festival of One Act
Plays in Heidelberg, Germany, on Saturday, as Joshua Keleher, Nicole
Chavis, Nicholas Kurtz and Louis Gasper from Aviano’s Community

Theatre battle it out.

Actors duke it out in
Heidelberg festival

BY JESSICA INIGO
Stars and Stripes

HEIDELBERG, Germany —
Nearly 20 acting groups con-
verged on Heidelberg this week-
end for a festival of short dramas,
comedies and musicals.

‘The annual Festival of One Act
Plays, held at the Patton Barracks
Roadside Theater Playhouse,
began Thursday.
The event, which
wraps up Sunday
with  workshops
and a professional
performance, is

&k Although awards
are given, this
Just recognizes

this just recognizes different ac-
tors for different things. This is
not a competition. Everyone par-
ticipating is jazzed to network
with and support each other,”
Sohre said. “It’s a great experi-
ence for them to do their own
show, as well as see so many dif-
ferent types of shows.”

Byron Wilkinson, 56, of Heidel-
berg, who played an 8-year-old
boy in the one-act
play  “Suburb,”
agreed, saying the
festival acts as a
sounding  board
for the entire Eu-

an opportunity for . N ropean theater
actors %nd dg"let_:- different actors — community.
ors to hone their “Th i
wlews,  atend 107 different  oin"Ss that ac.
ceeconsrueve  things. This is 588 e
criticism from a 1 performance by
panel of judges, not (1 professionals and
gg;(;l;dl{}gsl% r{:; competition. leat: where they
, US. eed  improve-
Eumpdg emenainai Everyone ment,” Wilkinson
ment director an o . . . said, who has
producer of the PArticipaling iS  peen acting for
estival. i less than  two
The festival Jazzed to years. “This is
was established Ol i reat, especiall
10 years ago as a network with for young people,
way for directors and support It ‘helps build

and beginning ac-
tors to polish their
work through
stage performanc-
es, Sohre said.
‘After each per-
formance,  the
one-act  plays
were openly critiqued by three in-
ternational professional theater
judges, who later offer workshops
in acting, music and directing.
This year, there’s a little more
riding on the festival. The best
one-act play will compete in the
Region 10 entry in the American
Association of Community The-
ater National Festival, Sohre said.
That doesn’t mean actors are

.m.; Wiesbaden High School football game, 7:30 to 8 p.m.
n Oct. 24: Hanau PX, 9:45 to 10:15 am.

From the Stars and Stripes

it-throat in trying to win their re-
gion and move on to the national
festival, Sohre said.

“Although awards are given,

each other.9?

U.S. Army Europe
entertainment director and
producer of the festival

self-confidence
that they will use
lhmughﬂut their
life time

Thuugh the fes-
tival is a lot of
hard work for ac-
tors and directors,
with work beginning in the sum-
mer and culminating in early Oc-
tober, participants said it's a
labor of love.

“The teamwork here helps
bring people more together,” said
Hanau's Barrie Louise Reece, the
director of the one-act play
“Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs,” adding that the uphill
struggle to become a better actor
and director is really “a lot of
fun.”

E

Jim Sohre

ail Jessica Inigo
joj@mail.estrij
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The Bird aims high in annual mascot battle

AF Academy only service represented in national contest

BY SANDRA JONTZ
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — He's no
odo.

The Air Force Academy’s mas-
cot, “The Bird,” instead seeks to
be strong, smart and popular as
he represents his spirited breth-
ren as the sole U.S. military ser-
vice academy representative in
the upcoming third annual battle
for mascot supremacy and top
All-American Mascot,
a competition spon-
sored by Capitol One.

“When it comes to
The Bird, 'm gonna be
the Nation’s Mascot of
the Year. There are
bragging rights that
come with that,” said
the confident cadet in a
recent phone interview
from the Academy’s
campus in Colorado
Springs.

Of the 12 competing
stuffed and animated
fowl, canine or reptile
duking it out in the Cap-
itol One challenge, The
Bird will be the only
one who will parachute
in for the weekend foot-
ball games.

Sure to be a crowd-
and  voter-pleasing
stunt, The Bird said.

Cuz it's almost all
about the votes.

Starting Monday, vot-
ers can log
www.capital-

a judges’ ranking to determine
who gets the ultimate title, accord-
ing to Capitol One published infor-
mation. The winning mascot will
be announced Jan. 1 during the
nationally televised Capital One
Bowl on ABC.

So vote, and vote often, The
Bird implored, adding he is at a
bit of a disadvantage since the
Academy is home to 4,000 stu-
dents, while some of his competi-
tors hail from schools with stu-

JOHN VAN WINKLE/U.S. Air Force Academy

onto The Bird marches to the beat of his own drum, and plays
it to, during the Sept. 11 Air Force Academy-Eastern

onebowl.com to cast waghington University football game.

their top selections.
Voting consists of 11
weekly matchups between the 12
finalists, and the mascot with the
best record at competition’s end,
polls close on Dec. 26, will win the
online portion of the contest.
Each of the finalists has received
a $5000 prize for the school’s
‘mascot program, and the top win-
ner gets his or her school another
$5,000.

For the first time, the online
most popular vote is coupled with

dent bodies numbering 30,000 or

more.

And yes, that’s his name. Just
The Bird. As is with school mas-
cots, the public does not get to
learn anything personal about the
people who crawl inside the dy-
namic costumes and charged
with revving spectators’ enthusi-
asm.

There are several who perform
as The Bird, though officials
won’t reveal just how many. Suf-
fice it to say, they all learn to

adopt the same mannerisms, the
same way of clapping, ﬂappmg

and snapping the crowd into a
frenzy, be it a football or basket-
ball game.

The Bird attends some 90 pub-
lic functions, mostly in Colorado,
m visiting elementary school
classrooms to child development
centers and parades, and one per-
son couldn’t possibly do them all,
said Capt Chris Backus, the Acad”
emy’s director of spirit programs.
e cheerleading
squad, of which The Bird
is  part, s
a-t-t-i-t-u-d-e,

said.
Attitude and creativi-

Last Halloween, for ex-
ample, 20 cheerleaders

performed a routine to
pop: singer Michael Jack-
son’s “Thriller,” with the
bird charading as the
pop star himself.

For this competition,
The Bird said he and
other service academy
mascots put aside their
typically fierce rivalries
aside and he’s counting
on all servicemembers’
votes.

“It's all for one and
one for all. I want them
to know we're all in this
together,” he said. “In
the end, we're all fight-
ing the same fight.”

1t's the Air Force Acad-
emy’s second appear-
ance in the 3-year-old
competition, having par-
ticipated in the inaugu-
ral showdown.

“He did fairly well for the first
time,” Backus said of the mas-
cot’s performance. “He ended up
in the middle of the pack” for a
competition that back then, relied
solely on popularity votes.

For this go-around, The Bird
will compete against the follow-
ing mascots:

B Aubie from Auburn Universi-

ty
W Big Red from Western Ken-
tucky University

DAVID ARMER/US. Air Force Academy

One of The Bird's unique tricks is a parachute entrance into Falcon
Stadium for an Air Force Academy football game. Inside the costume is

a cadet and team member of the Academy’s

s of Blue parachuting

team. Only one of the cadets who wears The Bird costume is qualified

to do this stunt.

B Cocky from the University of
South Carol

W Duke Dog from James Madi-
son University

W Goldy Gopher from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota

W Hairy Dawg from the Univer-
sity of Georgi:

W Hey Reb fmm the University
of Nevada/Las Vegas

W Hokie Bird from Virginia
Tech

B Monte from the University of
Montana

M Scratch from the University
of Kentucky

M Testudo from the University
of Maryland

They have a tough job. It can

get to be up to 100 degrees in one
of those suits, he said. So usually,
the night before a game, there’s
no staying out late. And game day
diet consists of bananas, Gato-
rade, protein, “anything to stay
well-hydrated and get those elec-
trolytes in your body.”

They practice a few hours a
day, five days a week, learning
skits and routines and various
ways to stay light on your feet.

“You don’t have to know how to
dance well,” the Bird chuckled.
“But yeah, it helps to know how to
dance.”

mail Sandra Jontz at:
iontzs@stripes.osd.mil

Country comes to Landstuhl Medical Center

Marine Cpl. Mikah Davis, right,
talks to members of the

country band Sawyer Brown as
they autograph a photo of the
band’s members for Davis.
Sawyer Brown was in Germany
to play at a concert for the 1st
Armored Division welcome home
cceremony and toured Landstuhl
Regional Medical Center during
its visit. Band members, from
left, are Joe Smyth, Gregg
Hubbard and Mark Miller.

TODD GOODMAN/U.S. Army

‘Hire Vets First’ program

ARLINGTON, Va. — The Department
of Labor recently started a program
called “Hire Vets First,” in which employ-
ees facilitate connecting retiring or sepa-
rating veterans employers, and beseech-
ing those in the civilian sector to consider
awarding those jobs first to the nation’s
servicemen and women, according to
press release information.

The program is one of several managed
by the Labor Department. More informa-
tion about the various types of services
and programs available to veterans can be
found on the Labor Department’s Web
site at: http://www.dol.gov/vets.

And a Web site hosted by MilitaryStars,
‘www.militarystars.com, is one of many
groups and organizations that works to
link veterans seeking jobs with employers
offering them. It also lists career fairs and
the top “military friendly” employers, ac-
cording to a release.

From staff reports
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Navy sub facilities vulnerable to closings

BY LOLITA C. BALDOR
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Naval facili-
ties in Maine and Connecticut
could be the most vulnerable in
next year’s round of military base
closures as the Navy considers
shrinking its submarine fleet.

According to naval experts and
congressional sources, the Ports-
mouth Naval Shipyard in Kittery,
Maine, and the New London
Naval Base in Groton, Conn., are
the most likely targets for shut-
down if the Navy decides to trim
its fleet of submarine yards and
home ports.

“The Navy knows it has much
more infrastructure for subma-
rines than it probably requires,”
said Loren Thompson, a military
analyst at the Lexington Institute
think tank in Washington. “If the
Navy doesn’t raise its annual pur-
chase of subs, there is likely to be
some contraction in the subma-
rine industrial base. And the East
Coast facility that is clearly in the
greatest danger is Portsmouth.”

Portsmouth is limited because
it does submarine refueling and
overhaul work that could be done
at other Navy or commercial ship-
yards, analysts said.

And if the Defense Department
decides to pare its submarine
fleet to fewer than 40 — one rec-
ommendation in a recent study —
that will endanger the Groton

Coming to your FIRSTRUN Theater!

Next round of military closures could hit Maine, Conn.

base, Thompson said.

Other analysts, several who
spoke on condition of anonymity
because the base closure issue is
so sensitive, agreed that other
Navy bases in California, Geor-
gia, Guam, Hawaii, Virginia and
‘Washington are in much stronger
positions to avoid shutdown than
the New England
facilities.

The Pentagon
is scheduled to
recommend  its.
fifth round of
base closings
next May and
the military ser-
vices must send
their list of sug-
gested savings to
the Secretary of
Defense by the
end of this year.
A base closure
commission and the president
must approve the recommenda-
tions.

Defense  Secretary  Donald
Rumsfeld said all bases will be
considered and officials have said
up to 25 percent of the military
base capacity could be shed. In
the four previous rounds, 387
major and minor bases were
closed or realigned in which work
and functions of a base are shifted.

Members of Congress and state
officials in Connecticut and na-
tionally are lobbying Pentagon of-
ficials in an effort to save bases.

“I would be surprised if they
put New London on the list,” said
Sen. Christopher J. Dodd,
D-Conn. “I think we're feeling
pretty secure.”

&k If the Navy doesn’t raise its annual
purchase of subs, there is likely to be
some contraction in the submarine
industrial base. And the East Coast
facility that is clearly in the greatest
danger is Portsmouth.9¥

military analyst at Lexington Institute think tank in Washington

Officials will begin to hear rum-
blings next month about which
bases are being targeted, he said.

In 1993, the Pentagon put the
Connecticut facility on the base

sional source with expertise in
Navy issues.

Members of Congress repre-
senting Maine and New Hamp-
shire also are rallying for the
Portsmouth yard. In August mem-
bers of the two states’ delegations
toured the shipyard with Navy
Secretary Gordon England, who
praised the fa-
cility but
couldn’t guar-
antee it would
remain open.

Norfolk is the largest shipyard
in the world and also services sur-
face ships. Pearl Harbor occupies
a prime Pacific location. San
Diego is home to a huge Navy
complex, including a submarine
base and home port.

And Guam is a strategic Pacific
location that is being used more
to house attack submarines.

While Portsmouth is consid-
ered the most vulnerable of the
four major naval shipyards in
Maine, Virginia, Washington and
Hawau where submarine work is
done, New London is considered
the most vulnerable port.

New London is only a subma-
rine port, while San Diego and
Norfolk, for example, also are
home to carriers and other ships.

What could save New London,
said Rep. Rob Simmons, R-Conn.
is that it houses the training facili-

ty for all And with

Lawmakers
also expressed
concern  that
the Navy is con-
sidering  pri-
vate  defense
companies for
a ine re-

Loren Thompson  fyeling and
overhaul
roject  that
should be done at Portsmouth,
they said.

Other shipyards and Navy

ports are more secure.
Kings Bay Naval Submarine

closure list, but Dodd and other
state officials fought successfully
to reverse the decision.

But this year, defense officials
may return to those such deci-
sions. “A past listing is a future
vulnerability,” said one congres-

Base in coastal Georgia and
Naval Submarine Base Bangor,
near Bremerton, Wash., are the
East and West Coast headquar-
ters for the Navy’s fleet of Trident
ballistic missile submarines, and
are unlikely to close.

submarine-maker Electric Boat
nearby, proponents can argue
there is a one-of-a-kind combina-
tion of submarine expertise in
one area.

“There is a synergy that s criti-
cal to the submarine industrial
base that doesn't exist anywhere
else in the country and the
world,” Simmons said. “I believe
the Navy will always need subma-
rines and we have an obligation to
provide the Navy with the best in
the world, and those are based in
Groton.”

Give the gift
that everyone
loves!
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People love to go to the
movies, even more when
they receive an AAFES
theater gift certificate.

This $10 gift booklet has
1en $1 gift certificates
that are available
expressly for AAFES
Theaters world-wide.
Good for admission or
concession stand
purchases.

Log into aafes.com and
click on “PURCHASE
GIFT CERTIFICATES™.
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Belle, a talented New York City cab driver is asked to partner
with police officer Washhurn, the worst driver on the NYPD.
Her skills behind the wheel and souped-up car help Washburn
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Crowds, controversy

Karzai’s opponents withdraw,
accusing nation, U.N. of fraud

BY PAUL HAVEN
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Afghan-
istan’s historic moment turned
sour as all 15 challengers to inter-
im Afghan President Hamid
Karzai withdrew in the middle of
voting in the nation’s first-ever di-
rect presidential election Satur-
day, accusing the government and
the United Nations of fraud and in-
competence that allowed people to
cast more than one ballot.

After all the fears of a Taliban at-
tack, it was bad ink — not bombs
and bullets — that threatened to
undo three years of careful
progress toward democracy. The
opposition candidates claimed the
ink used to mark people’s thumbs
rubbed off too easily, allowing for
mass deception.

Elecloral officials rejected their
demand that voting be stopped at
midday, saying it would rob mil-
lions of their first chance to direct-
ly decide their leader, and that the
joint U.N.-Afghan panel oversee-
ing the election would rule later on
the vote’s legitimacy.

But the controversy nonetheless
cast a pall over what had been a
joyous day in Afghanistan. Mil-
lions of ethnically diverse Afghan
voters crammed
polling  stations
for an election
aimed at bring-
ing peace and
prosperity to a
country  nearly
ruined by more
than two decades
of war. Men and
women voted at
separate booths
in_keeping with
this nation’s con-
servative Islamic
leanings.

Karzai — who
is widely favored
to win — told a
news conference
that the fate of
the election was in the hands of
the electoral panel, but added that
in his view “the election was free
and fair ... it is very legitimate.”

“Who is more important, these
15 candidates, or the millions of
people who turned out today to
vote?” Karzai said. “Both myself
and all these 15 candidates should
respect our people — because in
the dust and snow and rain, they
waited for hours and hours to
vote.”

Taliban rebels got into a skir-
mish with U.S. troops that left at
least 25 insurgents dead, and man-
aged to Kill three Afghan police-
men accompanying ballots back to
a counting center after the vote.
Eight more police and two civil-
ians died when their vehicles ran
over mines. But the rebels didn’t
muster anything approaching the
massive attack they had threat-
ened to derail the election.

The boycott was a blow to the in-
ternational community, which
spent just under $200 million stag-
ing the vote. At least 12 election
workers, and dozens of Afghan se-
curity forces, died in the past few
‘months as the nation geared up for
the vote.

An Afghan election off
marks a finger of a voter in
Herat, Afghanistan, to show
that he has cast his ballot.

In Kabul, where the opposition
candidates met at the house of
Uzbek candidate Abdul Satar Sirat
and signed a petition saying they
would not recognize the results.

Sirat, an ex-aide to Afghani-
stan’s last king and a minor candi-
date expected to poll in the low
single-digits, said all 15 candi-
dates opposing Karzai agreed to
the boycott.

“Today’s election is not a legiti-
mate election. It should be
stopped and we don’t recognize
the results,” Sirat said. “This vote
is a fraud and any government
formed from it is illegitimate.”

Abdul Latif Padran, an Islamic
poet who is another minor candi-
date, added: “Today was a very
black day. Today was the occupa-
tion of Afghanistan by America
through elections.”

Election officials ~acknowl-
edged that workers at some vot-
ing stations mistakenly swapped
the permanent ink meant to mark
thumbs with normal ink meant
for ballots, but insisted the prob-
lem was caught quickly.

“Halting the vote at this stage is
unjustified and would deny these
people their right to vote,” said
Ray Kennedy, vice chairman of
the joint U.N.-Afghan electoral
panel, of the op-
position de-
mands. “There
have been some
technical prob-
lems but overall
it has been safe
and orderly.”

Kennedy said
it could take
time for the elec-
toral body to
reach a decision
on the vote’s le-

itimacy.

A 13-member
US.  observer
team from the bi-
partisan Interna-
tional Republi-
can Institute described the polls
as “a triumph for the Afghan peo-

le.”

“It is not surprising that some
of the candidates are raising the
question (about the ink),” said
Former U.S. Assistant Secretary
of State Bernard Aaronson, the
team’s co-leader.

“Perhaps some of those who
don’t do so well are trying to pro-
vide an excuse for why they
didn’t do so well.”

The European Union and the
Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe sent observ-
er missions as well.

U.S. Ambassador Zalmay Kha-
lilzad arrived at the opposition
camp to meet with Sirat, making
no comment other than to say he
was there “only to help.”

Even before the problems, ini-
tial results from the election were
not expected until late Sunday or
early Monday. Anything ap-
proaching a full count could take
as much as two weeks.

Associated press writers Stephen

raham in Kandahar, Burt Herman in
Niashr e Shart and At Shih and
Daniel Cooney in Kabul contributed to
this report.

mark first Afghan vote

AP photos

Afghan refugees living in Peshawar, Pakistan, queue up to vote for Afghanistan’s first-ever presidential elec-

tions on Saturday.

BY JENNIFER LOVEN
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — President Bush exulted in Satur-
day’s voting in Afghanistan as a “marvelous thing”
and said at least partial credit was due to his admin-
istration.

“A marvelous thing is happening in Afghanistan,”
Bush told a breakfast fund-raiser for local Republi-
can candidates. “Freedom is powerful. Think about
a society in which young girls couldn’t go to school,
and their mothers were whipped in the pubhc
square, and today they're holding a presidential
election.”

Bush: U.S. paved way for Afghan elections

In his remarks, Bush mentioned nothing of politi-
cal chaos that marred the elections.

Bush noted that the first person to vote was a
19 1d woman, Sidiqi, in
Pakistan, who had fled her country during Afghani-
stan’s 1990s civil war and expressed joyous disbe-
lief that she was casting a vote.

He said her vote would have been impossible
without the U.S.-led invasion in late 2001 that oust-
ed the Taliban regime that “ruled that country with
such barbarism.” After the Sept. 11, 2001, terror at-
tacks, Bush ordered the invasion to unseat the T
‘ban militia’s radical Islamic government and elimi-
nate the al-Qaida terror bases it harbored.
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Mortar fire can’t stop voting

BY TERRY BOYD
Stars and Stripes

FIREBASE ASADABAD, Af-
ghanistan — Expectations in this
insurgent stronghold was for a
day with a lot of shooting and a lit-
tle voting.

Instead, the historic presiden-
tial elections in this isolated sec-
tion of eastern Afghanistan went
off with only isolated attacks and
no deaths, casualties or property
damage.

Election day in the mountains
just 9 miles from Pakistan’s trib-
al areas did start with a 4:20 am.
one-shot mortar attack that land-
ed within 500 meters of Firebase
Asadabad. The near-miss turned
out to be a harbinger of things to
come.

At about 11 am., insurgents
fired four rockets into the nearby
town of Asadabad, one of which
was a 107 mm rocket that landed
in the garden of the governor’s
residence but failed to explode,
said Capt. Jim Wilt, a Maryland
reservist with the 450th Civil Af-
fairs Battalion.

The local police chief was in
the building at the time, “but the
attack had no affect at all on
him,” Wilt said, shaking his head
in disbelief. “He was yawning.”

Both U.S. and Afghan troops
were in the courtyard at the time
of attack, some only 30 feet from
where the dud rocket landed, he
said.

Northwest of Asadabad, there
were other attacks on U.S.
troops, but nothing sustained.
There were about 11 or 12 at-
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in remote outpost

TERRY BOYD/Stars and Stripes

American troops kept a low profile during Saturday’s election, relegat-
ed to augmenting Afghan police and army forces on the streets to
discourage terrorist attacks. An Afghan federal policeman was a friend-
ly face at Asadabad's main polling station.

tacks around Kunar Province,
which is the size of a small Texas
county, but none seemed to have
dissuaded voters.

In Asadabad, with U.S. sol-
diers keeping a low profile, Af-
ghan officials said the first per-
son to vote was a young woman
‘who’d been a refugee in Pakistan
during the Taliban regime.
‘Whether her vote was stage-man-
aged, they wouldn’t say. But the
enthusiasm for voting in Afghani-
stan’s first election seemed real
enough.

The vote tally was 1,483 at just

one Asadabad voting site, poll
workers said. One American offi-
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cial, who asked not to be identi-
fied, said he believed a signifi-
cant percent of eligible voters
took part.

Rainy, cold weather may have
lowered turnout, with some vil-
lagers in this mountainous area
having to walk as long as three
hours round trip to vote, the U.S.
official said.

Less of a factor were insur-
gents. Those who did launch at-
tacks did so with little efficacy,
“and were probably Jihadi’s for
hire - guys who were collecting a
paycheck to fire their weapons,”
he said.

With all of Afghanistan’s 15 or

b‘,‘*

The Associated Press

BERLIN — Attacks aimed at
i i i vern-

NATO general sees
more violence ahead

Kujat renewed calls on NATO
member countries to offer more
troops to provlde security in Af-

isr g0
ment will likely increase after
this weekend’s presidential vote
as the country heads toward par-
liamentary elections planned
next spring, NATO's senior mili-
tary official was quoted Satur-
day as saying.

German Gen. Harald Kujat
noted that followers of the
former Taliban regime and rem-
nants of al-Qaida are still active
in Afghanistan.

“We have to be prepared for a
further increase in violence
until the parliamentary elec-
tions in the spring,” the head of
NATO’s military committee
said in an interview for told the
Bild am Sonntag newspaper.

“I cannot be satisfied
with the readiness of NATO
countries to make contributions
to the Afghanistan mission,” he
said.

The NATO-led International
Security Assistance Force was
recently beefed up to 9,000
troops, mainly to boost security
in the capital, Kabul,for the pres-
idential vote.

NATO has also sent soldiers
into the provinces to protect re-
construction efforts, but the pro-
cess has been slow.

Once democracy takes root in
Afghanistan after the parliamen-
tary election, “it should be possi-
ble to begin with the withdrawal
of our troops in another five
years,” Kujat said.

16 tribes endorsing the election,
insurgents who launched as-
saults risked starting blood
feuds, the official said.

“The Kunar governor told
local mullahs and powerbrokers,
‘this is your elections. Your
tribe’s honor is at stake,’ ” said
Lt. Col. Mark McLaughlin, com-
mander of the Asadabad Provin-
cial Reconstruction Team, one of
17 U.S. military and civilian re-
building teams working across
Afghanistan.

Several U.N. officials in Asada-
bad told Stars and Stripes they
believed the elections were pre-
mature, and hampered by rival-

E-1 AND RBI]UE APPROVED

ries between the U.S. military
and U.N. workers.

The elections were neither
early nor late, said McLaughlin,
who is on his second Afghanistan
rotation. “They were right where
they needed to be.”

The defeat of the Taliban after
Sept. 11 attacks left a vacuum,
and there wouldn’t have been ad-
equate security had the United
States and the United Nations
tried to hold elections before a
national police force and army
was in place, McLaughlin said.

Overall, Saturday’s voting was
a nonevent for the Fort
Bragg-based 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion unit sent specifically to pro-
vide extra election security.

“Uneventful,” said Spc. Carl
Pape, Company D, infantryman
with 1st Battalion, 5S05th Para-
chute Infantry Regiment.

“Voting is one thing. Now
they've got to count the votes,”
said 1st Lt. Carl Benander, a
Company D platoon leader. “I'm
worried about the next couple of
days.

“We'll see.”

E-mail Terry Boyd at
avat@man esmpes.osd.mil
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Al-Sadr militia agrees to give up

Coalition would like to shift forces to fight Sunni insurgency [<

BY RAWYA RAGEH

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Shiite militia-
men loyal to Mugtada al-Sadr
agreed Saturday to begin handing
in weapons, a significant step to-
ward restoring order in Bagh-
dad’s teeming Sadr City district
as the government struggles to
curb Iraq’s more widespread
Sunni insurgency.

In a sign of persistent Sunni un-
rest, clashes broke out west of the
capital Saturday as the search
continued for the body of British
hostage Kenneth Bigley, decapi-
tated by his abductors — report-
edly after a failed escape attempt.

Prime Minister Ayad Allawis
interim government is trying to
rein in insurgent enclaves before
legmlallve elections in January.

US. and Iraqi officials have
been negotiating for weeks with
tribal and religious leaders in key
rebel strongholds. But if talks fail,
they say they are prepared to use
force.

A senior aide to al-Sadr said the
Mahdi Army militia will begin
turning in medium and heavy
weapons at three police stations
Monday in an operation that is ex-
pected to last five days.

As a confidence-building mea-
sure, the government will s
pend raids against al-Sadr’s ml-
lowers in the capital’s sprawling
northeastern Sadr City slum,
which has seen weeks of clashes
with U.S. and Iragi forces, accord-
ing to the aide, Ali Smeisem.

Al-Sadr’s movement is still
pressing for guarantees that the
government will stop pursuing its
members, release the cleric’s de-
tained followers and compensate
residents for losses suffered dur-
ing the fighting. But Smeisem
said it is willing to wait for a deal
on those points.

So far, al-Sadr has not pledged
to disband his militia, a key U.S.
and Iraqi government demand.
But American and Iraqgi authori-
ties are eager to end the clashes
in the Shiife stronghold so they
can concentrate on suppressing
the more potent Sunni insurgen-
cy.

On that front, government and
tribal negotiators have reported
progress in talks aimed at restor-
ing Iraqi state control over insur-
gent bastion Fallujah, 40 miles
west of Baghdad. The city, be-
lieved to be a stronghold of Traq’s
most feared terror group, Tawhid
and Jihad, has been subject to
weeks of U.S. airstrikes.

Clashes broke out Saturday in
Ramadi, another center of Sunni
resistance west of Fallujah. U.S.
forces traded gunfire with insur-
gents in at least three neighbor-
hoods of the city 70 miles west of
Baghdad, residents said.

At least one Iraqi was killed
and five wounded, the city hospi-
tal said. The U.S. military had no
immediate information on the
fighting.

About six miles east of Ramadi,
acar bomb exploded as an Ameri-
can convoy was traveling on the
road toward Baghdad, police
said. One Humvee was damaged,
but there were no reports of casu-
alties, said police 1st Lt. Ahmed
al-Dulaimi.

Insurgents also fired a rock-
et-propelled grenade at a U.S. pa-
trol near Tikrit, 80 miles north of
Baghdad, disabling a Humvee in
an area that had become compara-
tively peaceful in recent months,
the military said. There were no
casualties.

Insurgents also fired several
mortar rounds at U.S. forces near
Youssifiyah, 12 miles south of
Baghdad, said Capt. David Nev-
ers, a Marine spokesman. U.S.
forces returned fire with mortar
and artillery shells, he said.

South of Baghdad, about 20
masked insurgents pulled up in
front of the local municipal coun-
cil in four cars, asked employees
to leave and then blew up the
building. No casualties were re-
ported in the incident in Iskanda-
riyah, 30 miles south of the capital.

U.S. and Iraqi forces launched
an operation south of Baghdad
last week to clear out pockets of
insurgents in an area notorious
for ambushes and kidnappings.

At least 36 people have been
killed so far in the towns of Jurf
al-Sakhar, Latifiya and Haswa,
said police Capt. Hadi Hatif. The

The Associated Press

As of Friday, 1,064 members
of the U.S. military have died
since the beginning of the Iraq
war in March 2003, according to
the Defense Department. Of
those, 809 died as a result of hos-
tile action and 255 died of non-
hostile causes. The figures in-
clude three military civilians.

The British military has re-
ported 67 deaths; Italy, 19;
land, 13; Spain, 11; Bulgaria,
six; Ukraine, eight; Slovakia,
three; Thailand, two; the Nether-
lands, two; and Denmark, El Sal-
vador, Estonia, Hungary and
Latvia have reported one death
each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had

U.S. deaths in Iraq

ended, 926 U.S. military mem-
bers have died — 700 as a result
of hostile action and 226 of non-
hostile causes, according to the
military’s numbers as of Friday.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

W One U.S. soldier was killed
Friday in an attack near Tuz,
Iraq.

M One U.S. soldier died Fri-
day of wounds suffered in a
roadside bombmg in Baghdad,
Iraq on Oct. 1

The latest identifications re-
pnrted by the military:

y Spc. Jessica L.
Cawvey, 21, Normal, I11; died
Wednesday in Fallujah, Iraq,
when an explosive detonated
near her convoy vehicle; as-
signed to the Army National
Guard 1544th Transportation
Company; Paris, Tll.

operation also netted 72 suspect-
ed insurgents, including Iranians,
Syrians and Jordanians, he said.
Some of those arrested were
found with explosives, maps, and
lists of Iraqi officials, scientist
and doctors.

Seven Iraqi National Guard
members were wounded, he said.

Meanwhile, authorities
searched for Bigley, whose grisly
beheading was recorded on foot-
age delivered Friday to Abu
Dhabi TV.

A US. official in Washington
said there were credible reports
that Bigley had tried to escape
with the help of one of his captors
before he was killed. There was no
word on the fate of his accomplice.

A masked gunman claiming to
be familiar with Bigley’s kidnap-
pers said that the hostage man-
aged to elude his 10 guards on
Thursday. He was located the next
morning in a deserted area, carry-
ing a gun, the man said. It was not
immediately clear how Bigley
would have obtained the weapon.

Bigley was killed soon after, the
gunman said. He provided no fur-
ther details. Officials in Baghdad
refused to comment on the report.

Tawhid and Jiha claimed re-
sponsibility.

Iraqi police officers examine confiscated weapons after a raid Saturday
in Qurnah, west of Basra, Iraq. Shiite men agreed to start hand-
ing in weapons, a significant step toward restoring order in the country.
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Car bombs prove new challenge for troops

When to shoot drivers weighs heavily when result may mean deadly blast

BY WARD SANDERSON
Stars and Stripes

BAGHDAD — Car bombs are
increasingly ~ becoming  the
nerve-firing new threat in Iraq.

They are more indiscriminate
than the old roadside bombs, sol-
diers say.

They’re also bigger and deadli-
er. Roadside bombs usually tar-
get a specific vehicle as it drives
over the trap. Not so with car
bombs, which can be remotely
detonated or driven into crowds.

According to U.S. figures, near-
ly 30 international or Iraqi troops
died in car bomb attacks last
month. October began on the
same dissonant note. On Monday,
car bombs near the fortified Inter-
national Zone, the former Green
Zone, and in the heart of Baghdad
killed about 20 people and in-
jured maybe 100 more.

The threat of cars as weapons
of urban destruction is a migraine
for soldiers. Troops are the tar-
gets. They are also the ones who
decide whether to open fire on a
speeding driver and the ones first
on the scene after an attack.

Soldiers from the Oregon Na-
tional Guard’s 2nd Battalion,
162nd Infantry Regiment, were
about two miles away from Mon-

October 16 * 11 a.m.
Ramstein Community Center

A foreign national is evacuated soon after the bomb exploded. The aftermath of car bombs is an increasing
presence in Irag: twisted metal, bloodied and injured people and dead hodies. Faced with this threat, U.S.
troops are now beset by the difficult and critical decision of when to fire at a suspicious vehicle.

day’s second blast. They still
heard it. They’re almost used to it
now.

That's why Staff Sgt. Robert

Sotir reacted to the carnage with
an exhale. This time at least his
guys weren’t there when it hap-
pened.

“It’s sad to say,” Sotir said, face
shining with sweat, “but it’s a re-
lief.”

Sotir wasn’t there when the sil-

.We’ve got what you are looking for!

ver Opel sped into the crowd, so
he didn’t have to think about
whether to shoot it. But he and
other soldiers carry the weight of
past decisions in their guts like
swallowed buckshot.

“You're a little desensitized,”
Sotir said, but “you have bad
dreams. I kinda wonder whether
'l still have bad dreams when I
g0 home.”

In August, Sotir shot a father
and son because he believed he
had to do it. A car drove through
the soldiers’ perimeter. There
was a warning shot. The car kept
coming. Sotir opened fire. He hit
the father in the shoulder and the
12-year-old boy in the head.

“T was messed up for a while,”
Sotir said, “but once I found out
they were all right .

The father survived and so did
the boy. The bullet traveled
around the curve of the boy’s
skull and lodged in the back of his
neck. Sotir has a 12-year-old son
himself.

They had no bombs. But Sotir,
not knowing, did as he was
trained to do.

“Sometimes being right still
hurts,” Sotir said.

Monday’s attack showed what
could have happened.
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